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success ultimately comes from local
leadership, local teamwork, and home-
grown ideas and solutions. When people
see one of the anchors of Main Street
being renovated or expanded, this can
change the whole psychology of a town
or community. It offers hope. It serves
as a catalyst for a far-reaching ripple
effect of positive changes. Cedar Falls
is a shining example of the great things
that are possible. So I am pleased to
congratulate the Main Street program
and the citizens of Cedar Falls for for-
mulating a strategy that has reinvigo-
rated its downtown and won accolades
from an esteemed national organiza-
tion like the National Trust. Their vi-
sion for a revitalized Cedar Falls is set-
ting a terrific example for other small
towns across America.®

———

RECOGNIZING THE KIRKWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL SYMPHONIC OR-
CHESTRA

® Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President,
today I congratulate a special group of
students from my home state of Mis-
souri. The Kirkwood High School Sym-
phonic Orchestra has earned the honor
of performing in New York City at the
2010 Instrumental Music Festival at
Carnegie Hall, which is being held from
March 26 through March 29. The Kirk-
wood High School Symphonic Orches-
tra is one of three instrumental groups
throughout the Nation to be honored
with this remarkable opportunity.
These students have my admiration
and my sincere congratulations. I
know they will be great ambassadors
for all students in Missouri.

It is clear that this notable achieve-
ment is a direct result of the students’
discipline and dedication to their musi-
cal talent. Under the direction of or-
chestral program director Patrick
Jackson, these young musicians are lo-
cally renowned and have earned na-
tional acclaim for their work. Particu-
larly noteworthy was their perform-
ance at the 2008 Heritage Music Fes-
tival in New York City. That perform-
ance, which received perfect marks
from the judging panel, was so stirring
that more than one judge was moved to
tears. It is a fitting advance in the sto-
ried history the students of the Kirk-
wood High School Symphonic Orches-
tra are writing that they would be in-
vited to play in the world-famous Car-
negie Hall.

As you can imagine, becoming a
member of this elite ensemble is not
easy. Members of the Kirkwood High
School Symphonic Orchestral Program
make a 9-year commitment that begins
in 4th grade and continues through the
students’ senior year in high school.
Mr. Jackson has directed the sym-
phonic orchestra for two decades. Dur-
ing that time, participation has grown
from 19 students to more than 300. As a
testament to Mr. Jackson’s commit-
ment to his students, he has been hon-
ored by former students in Who’s Who
Among American High School High
School Teachers 17 times.
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Moreover, the resounding support for
the symphonic orchestra from the com-
munities of Kirkwood and Saint Louis
has been inspiring. In order to make
the trip, the students reached their
fundraising goal of $72,000 with the help
of local radio, TV stations, and news-
papers promoting their yearlong ‘‘Road
to Carnegie Hall.” Inspired by these
young musicians, members of our own
Saint Louis Orchestra were moved to
volunteer their time and expertise with
the students in advance of their per-
formance.

Mr. President, I understand how dif-
ficult being a kid in this day and age
can be. All too often, we read and hear
negative stories about America’s chil-
dren that seem to suggest a generation
in crisis. These Kirkwood students
make it clear that this is not so. I am
proud to shine a light on this group of
young people who strive for greatness
and embrace the fact that the greatest
heights can be achieved through hard
work and discipline.

On behalf of myself and the people of
Missouri, I congratulate the Kirkwood
High School Symphonic Orchestra and
wish them the best of luck during their
time at Carnegie Hall.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:39 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills and joint resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 3976. An act to extend certain expiring
provisions providing enhanced protections
for servicemembers relating to mortgages
and mortgage foreclosures.

H.R. 4592. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of a pilot program to encourage the
employment of veterans in energy-related
positions.

H.R. 4915. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding
and expenditure authority of the Airport and
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement programs, and for other
purposes.

H.J. Res. 80. A joint resolution recognizing
and honoring the Blinded Veterans Associa-
tion on its 656th anniversary of representing
blinded veterans.

March 24, 2010

At 1:26 p.m., a message from the House of
Representatives, delivered by Mr. Novotny,
one of its reading clerks, announced that the
House has agreed to the following concurrent
resolution, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 257. Concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3976. An act to extend certain
expiring provisions providing enhanced
protections for servicemembers relat-
ing to mortgages and mortgage fore-
closure; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

H.R. 4592. An act to provide for the
establishment of a pilot program to en-
courage the employment of veterans in
energy-related positions; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 3158. A bill to require Congress to lead
by example and freeze its own pay and fully
offset the cost of the extension of unemploy-
ment benefits and other Federal aid.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5189. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the transfer of de-
tainees (OSS Control No. 2010-0270); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5190. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the transfer of de-
tainees (OSS Control No. 2010-0269); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5191. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to Israel’s Qualitative
Military Edge (OSS Control No. 2009-2028); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5192. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the transfer of de-
tainees (OSS Control No. 2009-1672); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5193. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the transfer of de-
tainees (OSS Control No. 2009-1629); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5194. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the transfer of de-
tainees (OSS Control No. 2009-1624); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5195. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the transfer of de-
tainees (OSS Control No. 2010-0188); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5196. A communication from the De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
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